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John Fry visited the River in February



PRESIDENTS REPORT
Dave Minden

It’s been that kInd of wInter!
Lots of snow, then untimely pe-
riods of rainy days, now back to
a cold, snowy winter wonder-
land and great skiing. at the
same time, there was the great
excitement of planning the
Chief Commanda Cruise, fol-
lowed by the disappointment of

cancelling. It’s been one of those up and down winters.
as sam Goodwin noted in the cancellation notice

(citing the american writer omas wolfe) sometimes
“you can’t go home again” and relive the past. at
struck a chord with me. My cottage experience, differ-
ent from most of those on the french, started in
huntsville, ontario when my grandparents bought a
cottage on Lake Vernon just to the west of town in the
late 1940s. I recall the epic drive from hamilton, the
obligatory picnic lunch at Champlain Park in orillia
(roughly the half-way point), entering hunts ville to
the sweet yet pungent aroma from the sawmills, and
driving down Main street to the next mandatory stop
at boley’s bakery for do-nuts. (tim horton would not
play for the Leafs for quite a few years!) a highlight of
cottage life in the 1950s was the cruise on steamboats
in the area. as on nipissing and the Upper french,
steamboats had been a major driving force in the de-
velopment of the Muskoka Lakes area. In huntsville,
we would take the steamer algonquin from the town
dock, sail under the swing-bridge and head down the
river to fairy Lake and then down into Pen. at the end
of the lake, we would dock and disembark and take the
Portage flyer narrow gauge railway to Lake of bays
where another steamer had docked to exchange pas-

sengers heading to or from big-win Inn. but those
days have gone. e steamers sunk or burned many
years ago, save for the rMs seguin that still sails with
sightseers out of Gravenhurst. e Portage flyer is a

tourist attraction on the nearby oxtongue river, and
“the portage” is now a road. e old huntsville cottage,
where we still visit my sister and family, was torn down
and replaced with a more modern structure about fif-
teen years ago. but in my mind’s eye, I recall the old
place, the old duro piston pump, dray windows and
tilting floors, the old wood stove in the kitchen. some-
times, you can’t go home again.

well with that bit of nostalgia out of the way, we
hope you all have a great rest of the winter. Look else-
where in this newsletter for some important upcoming
dates regarding the annual photo contest, the

Chaudiere Lodge fish fry, and
our annual General Meeting.
keep up to date with current
news by checking the UfrCa
web site regularly. 

Hello UFRCA Members!
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http://ufrca.ca


Photo
Contest
the dead-
LIne for
submitting
photo-

graphs for the photo contest
is rapidly approaching (april
15). Please send in your en-
tries as soon as possible. re-
member, we need high
resolution pictures, and note
that any one photographer
can enter only 3 photos. but
of course there are many
“photographers” at every cot-
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SOCIAL COMMITTEE
Jeff Hamilton

Get ready for another
great Chaudière Lodge
Fish Fry! This year we
won’t have a chance to
remind you at the AGM

as Chaudiere Lodge
will be running the

event on the weekend
BEFORE the AGM. As in

the past, the UFRCA
plans to sponsor some

live entertainment.
More details will follow. 

Chaudiere Lodge Fish Fry 

Mark your calendars 
for Sunday July 30, 2017

Gale�Hamilton’s�photo�took�2nd�place�in�the�2016�Nature�Category�
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tage. this link will take you to the details on the UfrCa
website. enter in all three catagories
Nature/Wildlife – trees, bugs, landscapes, flowers, snakes, 
turtles, fish, fungi, birds ….etc.
Scenery– find you best sunset, approaching storm, foggy bay or
similar photos!
French River Life– anything to do with life on the french river!

http://ufrca.com/index.php?page=photo_contest


Beautiful winter photography of light pillars captured by North Bay photographer Timothy Joseph Elzinga

When Will the Ice Be Off the Lake?
Check here for the dates that the lake has been declared ice-free since 1901. e last
two years, the date was the same: May 5. what will it be this year?

always be safe! Lately in north bay news, ice huts have been asked to be removed
(well ahead of the usual March 31 deadline), vehicles have gone through the ice, and
snowmobile trails are being closed. Police warning and a truck goes through.

Lake nipissing and french river water Levels here. is web site is updated
weekly every Monday.

e following is the water level forecast for Lake nipissing and the french

ENVIRONMENT 
COMMITTEE

Liz Gribbon
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http://www.tpsgc-pwgsc.gc.ca/ontario/eaux-water/renseignement-information-eng.html
https://www.baytoday.ca/local-news/truck-goes-through-the-ice-on-lake-nipissing-540991
https://www.baytoday.ca/local-news/police-warning-of-open-water-in-callander-bay-546885

http://ufrca.com/index.php?page=ice_out_dates
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river as of Monday, february 27th, 2017, as pro-
vided by Public works and Government services
Canada. e precipitation at the french river dams
station for the month of february is currently at 93
% of the total monthly historical average.

Lake Nipissing
as of february 27th, 2017, the water level of Lake
nipissing was 194.78 metres. e lake level is above
the long term average due to abnormally high precipi-
tation early this week. as the lake inflows begin to
gradually decrease, along with below freezing temper-
atures, the lake level should remain stable for this
week. further change in the lake level is dependent on
the amount of inflows and precipitation. is environ-
ment Canada water office website is updated continu-
ally. 

Contribute to Science
with spring on its way (really?? I’m writing this in a
blizzard), many cottagers look forward to listening to
the spring Peepers’ night songs. If you are someone in-
terested in monitoring the health of our ecosystems,

you may want to sign up for www.naturewatch.ca to
record frogs, worms, ice, and plants. You can also view
other peoples’ observations by zooming in on your
area of interest.
Independent Expert Panel 
Completes Lake Nipissing 
Fisheries Review
to request a copy of the full report, please contact
the local Mnr north bay district office at 705-
475-5550.       

Paul Cormier was the UfrCa rep on the Lake
nipissing fishery advisory Committee (faC), and
this spring Paul has volunteered to help out again
on a committee with wider scope. Mnr has re-
cently initiated the Zone 11 faC, and meetings will
begin shortly

From FOCA LATEST NEWS
e federation of ontario Cottager associations in-
vestigates and reports on many topics that may be of
interest to those on the Upper french river. 

e following is the link to foCa’s february
2017 elert notice. 
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http://myemail.constantcontact.com/Are-you-coming-to-the-FOCA-AGM--and-more-news-in-the-Elert-.html?soid=1103081187936&aid=j4rqy4d87iA 

https://news.ontario.ca/mnr/en/2016/11/independent-expert-panel-completes-lake-nipissing-fisheries-review.html. 

http://wateroffice.ec.gc.ca/report/real_time_e.html?mode=Graph&type=&stn=02DD006&startDate=2017-01-22&endDate=2017-03-03&prm1=46&y1Max=&y1Min=&prm2=-1&y2Max=&y2Min=



is fall when my husband and I
went on a road trip I noticed that he
would google the top ten ings to
do in each town or city that we

passed through in order to get a feel for the place
and to determine whether we should stop and explore
or just keep driving. out of curiosity I googled the top
ten for the french river and found a list that did not
reflect the things we love to do here. is is a visual top
ten list reflective of what the UfrCa board members
had to say. e more people listed a similar activity, the
larger that activity would appear.

e need your participation to get a true
picture of the top ten things to do on the
Upper french river. Please email your
top ten lists to canada150@ufrca.com by

april 1, 2017.
we will also accept your top fieen, because it re-

ally is hard to stop your list at ten!! 

by Holly Waters

W
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TOP TEN THINGS 
TO DO ON 
THE FRENCH RIVER 

http://ufrca.com/data/attachment.php?id=1034&for_session=5c7a35c45a85c55a3e46fd775bb065d3
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In case you missed it, the announcement to cancel the Chief Commanda Cruise was distrib-
uted to all UfrCa members and many past members on feb. 23, 2017. e project gave us an
opportunity to test out whether online surveys are a viable means of engaging with UfrCa
members on topics of interest, and we learned that the answer is a great big “yes”.  again,
thanks to all who participated in the survey. for those that missed the announcement, follow
this link. 

Chief Commanda Cruise 

We all have so
many great

memories of the
Chief Com-

manda and the
project brought
those memories
back to life for

everyone
The�old�Chief�at�Keystone�Lodge�in�the�early�60’s

Left:�1951�Aletis�fare�and�schedule�and�below�
the�Aletis�docked�at�Keystone.

http://ufrca.com/data/attachment.php?id=1034&for_session=5c7a35c45a85c55a3e46fd775bb065d3
http://ufrca.com/data/attachment.php?id=1034&for_session=5c7a35c45a85c55a3e46fd775bb065d3


WE LOOK FORWARD TO SEEING YOU AT THE

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
OF THE

UPPER FRENCH RIVER 
COTTAGERS ASSOCIATION
SUNDAY AUGUST 6, 2017 10:00 A.M.
SOLID COMFORT FISHING CAMP

ON THE UPPER FRENCH 
(COORDINATES: N 46.160202 W 79.980413)

PHOTO CONTEST AWARDS
UFRCA T-SHIRTS FOR SALE

REFRESHMENTS
& MORE

9:30 A.M. REGISTRATION OPENS
NEW MEMBERS ALWAYS WELCOME

10 A.M. TO 11:45 A.M. - BUSINESS MEETING 
AND SOCIAL

COMPLIMENTARY REFRESHMENTS FROM THE
SOLID COMFORT CHEF

NOTE: REMEMBER THAT DOCK SPACE IS LIMITED.
PLEASE ARRANGE TO “BOAT-POOL” WITH OTHER 

COTTAGERS OR ARRANGE A DROP-OFF.
CONTACT SOLID COMFORT 705-763-2182 IN 
ADVANCE FOR BOAT PICK-UP IF REQUIRED. 
THE DOKIS BARGE CAN TAKE A FEW FROM

RIVERVIEW TO SOLID COMFORT. 

Dave Minden 
President 
MNR and Park  Liaison 
Communications 

Sam Goodwin 
Secretary 
Vice President 
Municipal Liaison 
and Security

Holly Waters 
Dokis Liaison 

Kathy LaBranche  
Director at Large

Jeff Hamilton 
Social and Events 

Liz Gallagher  
Newsletter 

Liz Gribbon 
Environment 

Peter Rooney 
Treasurer 
Membership 
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Ontario Law and Some Common
Sense – Requirements for Carbon
Monoxide and Smoke Detectors

Last year we learned of the tragic
and untimely deaths of david and
Jenna hill of halcyon Cottage.
ey died from exposure to Car-
bon Monoxide (Co) gas at their
residence in ohio. It may be the
case that you have procrastinated
on this, or maybe think that in the
“wilds of northern ontario”, regu-
lations and laws don’t apply so
much. but of course, they do! Prob-
ably every cottage on the french

has several fuel burning appliances,
which would include a wood
stove/fireplace, propane hot water
heater, stove, refrigerator, and pos-

sibly propane or coal oil lights. all
of these can produce Co from in-
complete combustion. note that

smoke detectors work on different
principles from Co detectors, and
one is not a substitute for the other.
both are needed and both are re-
quired by law. Co detectors must
be placed adjacent to any bedrooms
in buildings with a fuel burning ap-
pliance. one model to consider is
the kidde Model C3010-Ca . It’s
designed to be portable rather
than installed on a wall. see the
following for detailed information
on ontario regulations for Co
and smoke detectors.  for more
about smoke detectors follow this
link. 
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https://www.mcscs.jus.gov.on.ca/english/FireMarshal/MakeitStop/InstallSmokeAlarms/install_smoke_alarms.html 
https://www.mcscs.jus.gov.on.ca/english/FireMarshal/MakeitStop/InstallSmokeAlarms/install_smoke_alarms.html 
https://www.mcscs.jus.gov.on.ca/english/FireMarshal/CarbonMonoxideAlarms/QuestionsandAnswers/OFM_COAlarms_QandA.html


Where is this?
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“take a guess” where it was
taken. e correct guess will be
printed in the following
newsletter.  responses and new
pictures should be sent to:
ltrescher123@gmail.com

“ere were no correct responses to the october mystery photo,
so we’ll save it for another time. keep looking around!”


